MINUTES FOR LUPPITT PARISH COUNCIL – 6 JANUARY 2026

Minutes of a meeting of Luppitt Parish Council held in the Village Hall
on Tuesday, 6 January 2026 at 8 pm

Present:	Cllrs Michele Turner (Chair), Martin Summers (Vice-Chair), Charles Murray, Paul Prettejohn, Brian Pulman, Andrew Tucker, Susan Tucker and 2 members of the public
In attendance:	Rosalind Buxton (Parish Clerk)
Apologies:	Cllrs Colin Brown and Yehudi Levine (EDDC) and Cathy Connor (DCC)


1.1 Receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received as above.

1.2 Minutes of previous meeting 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 2 December 2025, were unanimously agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting (proposed by Cllr Prettejohn and seconded by Cllr Susan Tucker).

1.3 Declaration of Interest
Cllr Andrew Tucker declared an interest in the planning application at Higher Wick Farm because he carries out work there and the planning application at Fairview Farm as it is his property
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2.0	PLANNING
2.1	Applications (for comment, support or objection)

The meeting was closed to allow the members of the public to speak on the following item.

2.1.1	25/2437/FUL – Agricultural building near Higher Wick Farm, Wick EX14 4TY – Demolition of existing large agricultural buildings and erection of a new dwelling-house with access, parking and garden areas
	
The member of the public advised that they had not received any notification from EDDC about this planning application even though they were near neighbours.  They were not aware of any other near residents receiving any notification either.  The clerk was asked to follow this up with EDDC.  It was not clear from the plans which agricultural buildings were being demolished.  Cllr Turner undertook to follow this up and also whether or not there would be an agricultural tie on the new dwelling.  The clerk will check the Neighbourhood Plan for compliance.

The members of the public left the meeting and the meeting resumed.

2.1.2	25/1078/MFUL – Otter Falls, New Road, Upottery, EX14 9QD - Change of use of field and installation of 20 pitch bases for caravans for holiday use, access and parking surfaces, drainage, gas tanks, play equipment, bin store, sewage treatment plant, surface water drainage system and landscaping

	Cllrs Turner, Summers and Pulman had carried out a site visit on Monday, 5 January 2026.  Members of Upottery Parish Council and residents were also present. They were shown round by the applicant’s representatives who did their best to answer all questions.  The planning application represents a considerable expansion to the present accommodation already on site.  It is appreciated that the business provides local employment and brings business to the area and the last expansion in 2021 has blended in well.  However, there are concerns over lighting, screening and levels of traffic.  There are plans to make the signage clearer from the A30 but Cllr Pulman feels strongly that the visibility at the end of New Road requires considerable improvement.  Cllr Summers was particularly concerned about over-development of the area.  The additional accommodation being applied for will result in a very large holiday complex for the area.  The clerk will refer to the Neighbourhood plan and circulate draft comments before submitting to EDDC.

2.1.3	25/2484/FUL and 25/2485/LBC - Pulmans Farm, Beacon, EX14 4TX – Proposed extension to the north-east elevation of the barn outbuilding to provide a toilet and shower room, and reinstatement of a section of boundary fencing along the western boundary of the site between the residential curtilage and adjoining agricultural land
	
	The Parish Council is aware that the appeal lodged by the applicant against refusal of the last planning application (25/0950/FUL) has not yet been resolved.  It was acknowledged that the final decision on this application will rest with Listed Buildings and, on that basis, it was agreed it was not necessary to submit comments.

2.1.4	25/2609/FUL – Fairview Farm, Luppitt, EX14 4RY – Agricultural building to be used for a washdown area for agricultural equipment and agricultural storage

	This is Cllr Andrew Tucker’s planning application and he explained that this building is necessary to meet legislation on washdown areas for farms.  Cllr Tucker left the room while the application was discussed and it was agreed that the Parish Council had no objection. 

2.2	Decisions
	25/2163/FUL and 25/2164/LBC – Pulshays Farm, Combe Raleigh, EX14 4UJ - Erection of a timber outbuilding, installation of an air vent on the front elevation of dwelling and new flue on chimney.
	Approved.

2.3	Local Plan Webinar
	Cllr Turner attended this webinar on 16 December 2025.  The clerk will send round slides of the meeting.

2.3.1	Honiton Town Council meeting
	The clerk will attend a meeting arranged by Honiton Town Council on Wednesday, 21 January 2026.  The meeting has been arranged to explore further co-operation between the Town Council and neighbouring parishes.

2.4	REPORTS
2.4.1	Ward Councillor(s)
	There were no reports

2.4.2	County Councillor
	The clerk will forward Cllr Connor’s report.

3.0	HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC
3.1	Parish Highways programme - update on Items to Report as follows:
· The clerk had reported the state of the road from Jack’s House towards Luppitt Cross stressing that the road deterioration is causing a dangerous safety hazard.  The clerk had received a comment from Highways that the fault could not be found.  The clerk will follow up.
· Cllr Turner passed on some photos of the road deterioration from Barn Cross towards Beacon which the clerk will report.
· Cllr Murray will send photos of a particularly bad pothole by Ford Barn and one by Gullylane which the clerk will report..

3.2	Parish Maintenance
	The clerk was asked to order a pallet of cold tar under the Road Warden scheme.
	
4.0	FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS
4.1	Pedestrian Gate
	No response received.  The clerk will follow up.
4.2	Cllr Andrew Tucker was asked to carry out work on the Wick to Stonehayes footpath and the Turf footpath.
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5.0	ENVIRONMENT/COMMUNITY FACILITIES
5.1	Play Area Inspections
The clerk has received confirmation that these have been scheduled for March.  She will forward details to Cllrs Pulman and Summers.

5.2	Free Landmark Tree
	Cllr Andrew Tucker agreed to accept delivery of the free Hazel tree for planting in Frank’s Patch.

[bookmark: _Hlk482623366]6.0	FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
The following payments were authorised at the meeting.  The clerk updated the figures as follows:
		
6.1
	
Receipts
	
None
	£
	
	
	
	

	
	Account balances at last statement
	P3 balance
	450.88
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	As per bank reconciliation end December
	Luppitt Parish Council
	10,892.11

	
	
	
	

	6.2
	Payments by online banking, card or cheque for approval and signing

	S137 Donations for 2025/26
TRIP
Devon Air Ambulance
Devon Freewheelers
British Heart Foundation
Hospiscare
Clerk’s Remuneration (Oct-Dec)
HMRC – PAYE
Clerk’s Expenses (Oct-Dec)
Employer’s National Insurance
Cloud Next Ltd (.gov.uk domain and email)
Tesco

	
55.00
100.00
100.00
50.00
55.00
1,554.72
65.60
95.90
55.55
59.98

39.95
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6.3	Approval of Projected Budget and agree Precept for 2026/27
There was a long discussion about the level at which to set the precept.  The Parish Council continues to work hard to keep ditches clear and drains running freely to maintain the lanes in as good a condition as possible.  However, it was recognised that all costs have gone up and that funding (especially from Highways) has dwindled considerably or has been removed completely.  It was acknowledged that the planned Devolution bill and the Local Government reorganisation planned by the Government may result in more responsibility being passed to Town and Parish Councils.  It was, therefore, agreed to increase the precept by £1,000 to £15,000 (proposed by Cllr Prettejohn seconded by Cllr Pulman).

6.4	Banking Arrangements
	This item will be carried forward to the next meeting.

6.5	Casual Vacancy
The clerk had received a letter from Lindsay Hill tendering her resignation on the grounds of ill health.  The Parish Council very much appreciated Lindsay’s contribution to Parish Council meetings and acknowledged that she has had a very difficult year health-wise.  The Parish Councillors wished her a speedy return to good health and wished her well for the future.  The clerk will start the process to fill the casual vacancy that Lindsay’s resignation creates.

6.6	Correspondence
· An email from Devon Communities Together explaining they are now registered with Easyfundraising was noted.  The clerk will forward details.

7.0	CHAIRMAN’S DISCRETION
7.1	Cllr Turner had been asked by the resident at Greenway to show Parish Councillors their proposed options for the agricultural shed they need at Greenway, now that the appeal has been refused on the previous proposal, before submitting plans to EDDC.  These were discussed and Cllr Turner will pass on the Parish Council’s views to the resident.
7.2	Cllr Andrew Tucker raised the problem of surface water at Gullylane Farm which he would like to be minuted. There is a 9” steel tube which carries the water from the left-hand side of the road to the right.  It is the landowner’s duty to ensure the free flow of surface water off the road.  However, the resident of Gullylane Farm does not want the drain to be freed, thus solving the problem of surface water on the road, and Cllr Tucker believes this should be noted.

8.0	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions and the meeting closed at 10 pm.

Dates for next meetings to be held in Luppitt Village Hall at 8 pm:

	Tuesday, 3 February 2026
	Tuesday, 3 March 2026
	Tuesday, 7 April 2026 
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